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1. FOLLOWING ARE CONSIDERATIONS WHICH MIGHT BE WEIGHED BEFORE AP- 
PROVAL OF PROPOSED VISIT. 

A. COURTESY. FACT THAT U.S. OFFICIALS IN COMPANY OF PRO- 
SPECTIVE GUATEMALAN CUSTOMER HAVE VISITED BENQUE VIEJO AS WELL AS 
PURPOSE OF VISIT WOULD IMMEDIATELY BECOME KNOWN TO BELIZE 
ELECTRICITY BOARD, THE BELIZEAN MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND 
OTHERS, UNDOUBTEDLY INCLUDING GOVERNOR POSNETT. QUESTION WOULD 
VERY LIKELY ARISE AS TO WHY APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES WERE NOT 
APPRISED OF IT IN ADVANCE. GOVERNOR POSNETT KNOWS OF PROJECT; IN 
FACT, IT WAS ONE TOPIC OF CONVERSATION AT OCTOBER 14 DINNER HE 
GAVE FOR BRITISH CONSUL MCQUILLAN WHO WAS VISITING BELIZE (OTHER 
GUESTS INCLUDED BELIZEAN OFFICIALS). GOVERNOR WAS ENTHUSIASTIC, 

BUT I AM SURE HE WOULD WANT TO KNOW IN ADVANCE ABOUT BENQUE VIEJO 
VISIT. 

B. USEFULNESS. WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF SOMEONE IN 
AUTHORITY FROM BELIZE ELECTRICITY BOARD, IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT 
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONS VISITORS WOULD PRESUMABLY WANT TO ASK COULD 
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BE ANSWERED. 

C. DOMESTIC POLITICS. BELIZE ELECTIONS WILL BE ON OCTOBER 30. 

MAYOR OF BENQUE VIEIO IS A STRONG OPPOSITION CANDIDATE. HE MIGHT, 

OR MIGHT NOT APPROVE VISIT, BUT, IF HE DID, GOVERNMENT PARTY 
CANDIDATE WHO IS A STRIDENT ANTI-AMERICAN MARXIST, MIGHT MAKE A 
LAST MINUTE CAMPAIGN ISSUE OF IT. 

D. IMPLICATIONS FOR BF.I . TZ F.-GII ATF.M AT .AN DISPUTE. APART FROM 
IMMEDIATE RISK INHERENT IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN, SUCH A VISIT WITH- 
OUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF SOME INSTRUMENTALITY OF GOB MIGHT BE INTER 
PRETED AS AN INDICATION U.S. POLICY SUPPORTS THE VIEW THAT BELIZE 
BELONGS TO GUATEMALA. 

2. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT GOG UNLIKELY TO BE INTERESTED IN GETTING AP- 
PROVAL FROM GOB VIA GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATION OF ANY 
SORT. SINCE THIS MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS AN ACT OF RECOGNITION. 

HOWEVER, I WOULD THINK MATTER COULD BE ADEQUATELY HANDLED BY: 

A. INFORMAL COMMUNICATION (E.G., A TELEPHONE CALL) TO THE 
HEAD OF BELIZE ELECTRICITY BOARD (EUGENE ROBINSON) FROM HEAD OF 
CORRESPONDING GUATEMALAN ENTITY, TOGETHER WITH 

B. SOME COMMUNICATION FROM BRITISH CONSUL IN GUATEMALA TO 
GOVERNOR POSNETT. 

3. AS FOR TIMING, MY RECOMMENDATION WOULD BE THAT, BECAUSE OF 
ANTICIPATED TIME REQUIRED TO OBTAIN APPROVAL AND BECAUSE OF 
POSSIBLE LOCAL POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, VISIT TO BENQUE VIEJO 
MIGHT BEST BE DEFERRED UNTIL AFTER ELECTIONS. 

4. CONGEN'S COMMUNICATIONS ARE HANDLED BY BELIZE TELEGRAPH 
OFFICE; HENCE, EMBASSY GUATEMALA AND DEPARTMENT MIGHT WISH TO 
CONSIDER CLASSIFYING LIMITED OFFICIAL USE FOR TRANSMISSION 
CABLES CONTAINING ANY INFORMATION THEY WOULD PREFER NOT TO HAVE 
DISCLOSED TO GOB AND BELIZEAN PUBLIC, ESPECIALLY DURING PRE- 
ELECTORAL PERIOD. GAWF 
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